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CHAIRMANS CHAT FEBRUARY 2022
As I write this at the end of January 2022, I would have never believed that we would still
be living in a world dominated by pandemic restrictions with the wearing of masks and fears
of new pandemic variations restricting our activities and movements although it would appear that some of these restrictions are about to be lifted. Over the last two years we have
our historic vehicles as a release and focus during these times but we have not been able to
use them as we would wish but our passion has kept morale high. At least we now have been
able to have club meetings and runs.
Our new year run of January 16th saw an amazing 18 vehicles, including several classics,
with approximately 30 occupants take part in a Richard Burnham run through, in the main,
the Cheshire countryside on a day which started out with fine dry weather but alas as the day
went on the weather turn to rain and prevented us from taking advantage of the superb countryside. The front cover picture for this issue shows some of the vehicles early doors and
ready for the run to start. The run concluded at the Wagon and Horses pub on the Manchester Road in Congleton where the usual facilities were available including the all- important
toilets together with an excellent menu including a superb Sunday roast lunch of either Beef
or Pork. (Not served in the toilets of course) One lesson to be learned from the run is with
regard to your windscreen wipers in that you need to make sure continually that they are
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working properly as we had a couple of problems en route. I think members would be well
advised to use their windscreen wipers more frequently and for longer rather than the usual
quick burst. One useful tip is when out in your classic or indeed any vehicle is to carry a large
potato, cut in half as when you wipe this across the screen the water from above will run off. I
don’t think this will keep the old bill at bay though having been once stopped by them on a
motorway with failed wipers.
At this time of the year our editor usually prints the minutes of the AGM from the previous
year in readiness for our AGM meeting in February. However, as it is now two years since our
previous AGM there is little point in printing the recorded minutes as in truth, they are somewhat irrelevant. The meeting will of course follow the usual format. However, may I remind
you all of our AGM which will be held at the Conservative Club in High Lane on Wednesday
February 16th starting at around 8pm with a complimentary hot pot supper at 9pm. At this point
I will mention that we are now two members short on the Committee and in addition, Chris
parr, our magazine editor, would dearly like to have an assistant to help with the production of
the magazine so I will be asking for volunteers who will be expected to take an active role in
our proceedings, not just there to make up the numbers.
I have been invited to a section meeting at the end of January in respect of Poynton show over
the August Bank Holiday weekend. I have asked them in the past with regard to the lack of
advertising material for our club which I hope will be rectified. This show has always been
popular with our Club and hopefully this year will be no exception. I hope to be able to report
in the next magazine.
Something that has come to my notice is that Stockport Council has decided to climb on the
clean air bandwagon and is making van drivers pay twelve pounds a day each time they take
their van into Stockport. Here we are in a situation where Stockport Council are crying out to
get the shops in Stockport to open, be they large or small, and how are the traders going to get
their wares to the shop without the use of a van. It beggars’ belief!
Our Drive -it- Day run for this year is scheduled for Sunday April 24 th and is being produced
by Andy Robinson who is the proud owner of the first special edition Mazda MX5 with pop up
headlights, it is a rare motor car in both standard and special editions. A date to be made in
your diary or on your calendar. The start of the run has yet to be sorted by Andy but it will
conclude at Dagfields Craft Centre near Nantwich. Most importantly the centre boasts free
parking and a fully stocked café and restaurant and of course the all-important toilet facilities.
The centre is well known for its 50000sqft antique and collectables with over 250 dealers on
site. Sounds like a good venue. More details as the time approaches.
And so that’s enough from me for this issue, I look forward to your visit to the AGM on February 16th and the usual high standard hop-pot supper from Chris Bosley.
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Editorial
Club Run on Sunday 27th February From the Red Lion PH on the
A6 at High Lane 11.00 am for 11.15 start (Car Park entrance at the
end of Andrew Lane). The run will finish back at this point.
Well, we started the year off in fine style, with our New Year’s Run, with a great turnout of 18 cars and one Motorcycle. Report from Ray Etchells to follow.
We are hoping you have got your Rocker Box Racers all ready for next month, there
should be plenty of competition out there. Ed Burke and his team will set it all up ready
so battle can commence. We’ll be hoping for a good turn out. So come on, get all
revved up.
All you need is an old Rocker Cover put some wheels on it, and make it mobile to roll
down our ramps. The best one wins ...
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New Year Run

Sunday morning dawned fine and dry so a nice run was envisaged. Eighteen cars,
and one Bike assembled on Arkwright Road in Marple, quite a few members bringing their classics out. The run of 50 miles was to the Wagon and Horses pub on the
A34 outside Congleton. Leaving Arkwright Road the route took us into Marple centre then along Church Lane to the A6 at High Lane. Turning back on the A6 towards
Hazel Grove. A left turn took us onto Middlewood Way then along to the Macclesfield Road at the Leigh Arms.
At this stage the weather turned, mist and rain becoming the norm.
We continued straight across the Macclesfield Road finally going into Middlewich,
then onto the A533 toward Sandbach
Along here was a instruction to turn signposted Warrington, however there were
road closed signs so several of us decided to use sat nav to go directly to the Wagon
and Horses. However we learned later that some members went through the closed
signs and were able to get through o.k.
Those of us who decided to goes straight to the pub carried on the A533 until approaching a roundabout over the M6 my sat nav told me to move over to the left, but
too late I realised that I was on the slip road for the M6, with no way of correcting
this. No alternative but to go down to the next junction and go back. Sat Navs sometimes get it wrong.
Arriving at the pub we found that a room had been reserved for the members. Several of us decided to have the roast dinner on offer before finally making our way
home in much improved weather (sunshine).

Thanks to Richard Burnham for the excellent route, just a pity over the diversion.
Ray Etchells

Many of the body tools for the DeLorean DMC-12 ended up at the bottom of the
Irish Sea after the receivers sold them for scrap and they were bought by a company that used them as weights for commercial fishing nets.
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Agenda for Annual General Meeting
February 16th 2022
Introduction
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Matters Arising
Election of new Committee Members.
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MG Catch up.

Graham Scattergood

Hi everyone,
Well our 2022 activities kicked off with a run out through the Cheshire countryside and was well attended with some 18 cars taking part.
Thanks Richard, for the route, and even throwing in a road closure to spice
things up, though as some of us found out the road wasn’t closed at all, and
there was nothing to signify why the closure signs were up at all. We ended
the run just outside Congleton, where quite a number of us stayed for lunch
and even though they had a large private party booked in they also managed
to fit us in.
I am sure like me you are all looking forward to the AGM and hotpot supper,
and then the Clubs activities can get into full swing.
I wonder if the rocker box race this year will be won by an MG ?
Talking of MG this year is the 60th anniversary of MG’s most successful model,
the MGB, and a number of celebrations are being planned throughout the various MG fraternities with a special MGB 60 event at Gaydon on Sunday
25th September 2022 further details will be published and booking forms will be
made available from May I believe.
I intend to act in a liaison roll between us and the MGOC and any other like
minded organisations or clubs to further the MG cause.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Paul Clappison for his efforts
and magazine contributions since Aug 2018.
Anything MG wise I think will be of interest I will endeavour to bring to your attention though this may not be every month ! !.
Lets hope we are on the right side of the dreaded COVID and we can get back
to some form of normality.
Stay safe and keep it on the black stuff !
.
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THE PEEL THREE-WHEELER

THE PEEL THREE-WHEELER
I have always had an in interest in three wheeled cars but could never understand why the
single wheel has usually been at the front rather than at the rear like the Morgan having a
larger fatter wheel and tyre. I once attended a race meeting at Cadwell park where three
wheeled Morgan’s raced against motorcycles with side cars, the Morgan’s had the edge on
the straight but the Bikes with chairs went best on the corners. The Peel microcar was and is
still built with the single wheel at the rear but is reckoned to be less stable. I drove a Reliant
Robin in about 1964 which had a single wheel to the front and remember it being very stable like a four wheeled car and quite quiet unlike the Bond three-wheeler which was very
noisy. As reported in a much earlier magazine, my friend on Kefalonia has a Mabea three
wheeled truck which was made under licence using the Reliant Ape truck format. At an earlier Club show at Marple Garden Centre a Berkeley T60 three wheeler was shown but this
did not have the original two stroke engine, it being fitted with an 850cc mini engine.
The Peel company originated in Peel on the Isle of Man hence the name, and was designed
as a shopping car to accommodate one adult and some shopping and was fitted with a single
headlight, left side opening door and a 49cc DKW engine. It features in the Guinness book
of records as the world’s smallest car and annoyingly is in the list of the worst 50 cars ever
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made. It had a top speed of 28mph and only one very original car is known to exist today but 27
of the first production vehicles out of a production run of 47 still survive which in modern times
is quite remarkable. It was very light weighing only 130 pounds and had no reverse gear, being so
light it could easily be lifted out of a tight spot. It was 54inches long and 39 inches wide. In 2013
a genuine 1964 car sold at auction for a staggering £80,000, yes, you read that right! As an advertising gimmick, in 1963, a Peel was driven around the observation platform of the Blackpool
Tower having been taken there in the passenger lift and the car was featured in a top gear programme several years ago when Clarkson drove one in a BBC office in a 1967 programme. The
film of Clarkson’s journey is still available and is in the top five of mostly watched programmes.
It was, and still is, the world’s smallest car.
The company still exists today selling approximately 15 cars of the original design each year
after a brief interlude in around 2011. They also make each year about 10 of the larger twoperson vehicles, the Peel Trident which has two headlights and can carry two people. These are to
special order. At the time the then owners of the company obtained an investment of £80000
from the ‘Dragons Den’ to put the revised models into continuous production from a factory now
located in Sutton-in-Ashfield. The petrol Trident sells in the UK for about £14,500, whereas in
the US, sales of an electric version sells for £13,700.Whether the US version has a door to the
opposite side I know not. They had plans to make a gas-powered version but this fell by the wayside. At present the Electric version is available only in the US but with the present move to electric powered vehicles, plans are afoot to make the electric version available in the UK

At the end of 2021 Alex Orchin set off from John O’Groats to reach Lands’ End in one of the
single headlight versions, some 870 miles away within three weeks to raise money for Children
in Need. He raised almost £10,000 for the charity having driven on several race circuits on the
way, drove the Peel through state rooms at Warwick Castle and took it to the top of Blackpool
Tower, driving around the observation platform just like the advertisement mentioned earlier. I
understand that an original Peel can be seen in the Bubble Car Museum near Newark but have yet
to see it and the other cars on display. It is worth a phone call to the Museum before setting out to
check that they are still in business and what the opening times are. At one time they used to get a
few of the vehicles out and let you have a drive.
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Anthony Boe

February 2022

At last we arrive at the final part of my eventful journey to the south of France in the
DS. With all that’s happened so far you might think it was sheer folly to attempt such a
trip. You might be right, but do read on and see how this concludes. It’s not over yet,
not by a long chalk.
So, where was I?

Oh yes, I was rejoining the A20 towards Toulouse, determined to take it slow and ease
the car onto my final destination with another stopover if required. That was the plan,
at least. But it was an oppressively hot day. I trailed my hand out of the window, even
at an indicated 55mph; the air felt dry and thick like a duvet fresh from the dryer. Not
good, I thought. The hills of the carriageway got steeper and sharper. There may be
breathtaking views, wide-open vistas and the grandeur of the valley to admire, but in
these circumstances, you only have eyes for the road and, the temperature gauge.
Twenty miles of unrelenting climbing in the lorry lane flattened my spirits. I desperately needed a long slope to ease off the throttle and cool the car. But on and on it went,
the engine straining hard as I saw the road ahead rise higher into the distance until inevitably the red light of doom again said stop!
Luckily, I was near an emergency lay-by so that I could pull in well away from the
trucks and insane drivers pushing hard up the hill. All I could do now was a call for
help, all but certain my D wasn't capable of traversing the unforgiving undulations of
the Dordogne Valley. So there I stood, resplendent in my (compulsory) gilet jaune on a
lay-by on the A20. I called my European rescue number, and after a lot of shouting
over the traffic noise, I gave my location, my account details, and the car's problem.
They assured me they'd contact their European agent to pick me up. I can't say I felt
confident, but my choices were limited. I waited for about an hour watching lorries
and cars zoom by as I roasted to a russet brown under the midday sun. Eventually, a
motorway maintenance man stopped by and insisted I press the button on the rescue
box. I'm glad he did. Around 30 minutes later, a dépannage truck arrived to hoist on the
car and take me to their base in nearby Souillac at the cost of 132€, plus tolls.
I again called breakdown and found that no arrangements were in tow, and the earliest
they could do a pick up was the next day. If the man hadn't called by on the A20, I
might still have been out there now. So here's another moral of the story: when you
break down on the French motorway, just press the button. It may cost money, but
safety is soon available. The breakdown company said they'd pay for an overnight hotel and pick me up the next day.
Hôtel Belle Vue in Souillac is a pleasant enough two-star guest house where I could
safely stow the D in the car park next door with plenty of room for a recovery truck. I
paid for a chambre eager to shower the tribulations of the day away. I didn't know exactly where I was or how I was going to conclude my journey, but frankly, at that
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As I said from the outset, there are many lessons here for would-be travellers, which I
hope might help you on your intrepid adventures. And despite everything, I was also
subject to some luck in what could have been, at times, dangerous situations. Having
the missus in the background sourcing assistance was of enormous help but that may
not be available to everyone who gets into difficulty.
So there you go. It was a right malarkey make no mistake but don’t let that put you
off your own continental adventures. Just see what I did wrong and do the opposite. I
can’t promise a great result but you’ll reduce the risks, maybe.

The question that hangs in the air is: did I expect too much from my D? Was it always
too optimistic to attempt such a trip in such an old car? Was there more I could have
done to smooth my journey? Questions aside, here's my recommendation: if you want
to go from the UK to southern France in high summer, catch the Plymouth to Bilbao
ferry instead, and start your travels from there!
And so, two hours late, I made the 150-mile dash to Tours arriving just before twilight
at my day-two hotel; my spirits raised but exhausted and hungry. Had I now had my
'incident'? Was plain sailing assured hereafter? - Alas, no…

So, as ever, I’ll conclude by wishing you happy classic car motoring whether it’s a
local hop or a trans-continental voyage of discovery Till then, happy classic car motoring, everyone.
.
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Electric Cars; The Green Revolution? – Just a Thought
Keith Yates
Regular readers may recall a brief article of mine that Chris published in
the Sept-21 magazine and under the heading ‘Just A Thought’. This
raised a number of points about the easy accessibility of new cars and I
finished the piece with – “it would appear that a car is basically ‘scrap’
after about 10yrs because it’s just too easy to trade up. Is this at all progress when cars are capable of lasting a lot longer than they do but are
not really lasting any longer (probably shorter) than their predecessors
did 40/50yrs ago? I’m not sure if this is part of any ‘Grand Plan’ but I do
recognize that the manufacture of cars throws out tons of carbon emissions and that includes the manufacture of electric cars too”. So why revisit this again? Well, I’ll come to that shortly.
Firstly and as much as I like my petrol powered cars, I can’t deny the fact
that the debate (if there ever was one) has been well and truly lost to the
seemingly unstoppable force that is the electric car marketing juggernaut. The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders forecasts that
electric vehicle ‘sales’ are expected to exceed those of diesel cars during
2022. We can all point to what we believe to be the negative aspects of
running electric cars (eg high initial cost, very dubious range claims, excessive recharge times, poor infrastructure and very questionable battery
longevity) but they’re gradually becoming much more plentiful on UK
roads. The more affluent and influential of us would appear to see electric cars and the Tesla brand in particular, as an essential part of a fashion driven lifestyle and a clear symbol of your ‘green’ credentials. To be
fair and to inject some positivity into this, the torque and acceleration that
a Tesla can generate is really quite astounding. I was recently sat behind
one at some A555 traffic lights. When we got the green light, the Tesla
just shot off and accelerated away into the distance – it was quicker than
a very quick thing!
Returning to my first paragraph then. Like a lot of people, I vaguely followed the goings on, political machinations and the news media feeding
frenzy at the recent COP 26 event in Glasgow. World Leaders and their
minion droves, scientists, experts and climate activist celebrities all appeared to spend a lot of time squabbling with each other, telling us all
how best to live our lives and how they would aim to reach ‘net zero’, get
a grip on global warming and, eventually, save our planet from certain
catastrophe. How successful this event was will, as with most things of
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this nature, depend on your stand point, politics and how well/quickly
promises made can be delivered upon. As an aside to all of this however, I did pick up on a very interesting and refreshingly honest statement
that had been put out by Volvo and reported on, amongst others, by
thisismoney.co.uk.
The Swedish manufacturer (now with Chinese owners) had previously
stated its aim to become a fully electric car maker by 2030 and that this
would be achieved by introducing a range of pure electric cars in the
coming years. Apparently and in the short to medium term though, Volvo assesses that emissions from the actual production of electric cars
are far higher than those of petrol equivalents. The company is therefore
calling on governments and energy providers to significantly increase
investment in ‘green’ energy to reduce the carbon footprint of EVs. As
part of a ‘Life Cycle Assessment’ report on its C40 plug-in model (a car
costing north of £57k), Volvo stated that over a car’s lifetime an electric
version would become greener overall but that this would only be
achieved after covering between 30,000 and 68,400 miles (depending
on source of electricity generation) – taking between 4yrs and 9yrs for
the average UK motorist (based on an average 7400 miles). The report
shows that greenhouse gas emissions during production of the EV are
nearly 70% higher than the petrol car. This is mainly due to the carbon
intensity of battery and steel production and an increased amount of aluminium content. So and whilst the C40 has a much lower carbon footprint than a petrol equivalent during the user phase, Volvo suggests that
it would take a prolonged period of ownership before offsetting its higher
emissions from the production phase. Of course ‘experts’ have disputed
and been critical of Volvo’s estimations, claiming it will take only 16,000
miles or 2yrs driving for the C40 to better a petrol car on emissions.
Whilst it’s all very well and good for these so called experts to chip in
with their penny’s worth, personally, if I wanted expert advice about a
Volvo car then I’m going to listen to a Volvo guy. For a car manufacturer
to be so forthright and to perhaps undermine the ‘greenness’ of its new
and somewhat expensive C40 all electric car, well, that’s any perm’ from
brave, bold, honest or just foolish; take your pick.
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So what, if anything, can we conclude from this? Well I don’t for
one minute believe that electric cars are the answer to the global
car carbon/pollution problems that we’re all having to face up to. I
do however, feel, with a lot more development, that they’re a part of
the solution. It seems to me that petrol cars have probably had their
best days (so let’s all celebrate and enjoy them then!) but the headlong rush to go electric and all that that entails, just doesn’t make
short or even medium term sense to me. The Volvo report aside, I
don’t think we have enough satisfactory data on which to base such
a huge future transport and infrastructure decision on. Certainly, if
we maintain the trend of ‘3yr ownership’ and scrapping cars at
about 10yrs then production and life time emission values may not
be that far off petrol cars for quite a long time. As I said at the beginning, it’s just a thought.
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Why Teachers Drink

These are genuine answers from 15 year olds to questions in an exam.
Q Name the four seasons
A Salt, Pepper, Mustard and Vinegar

Q What does the word ‘benign’ mean?
A Benign is what you will be after you be eight.
Q What is a terminal illness?
A When you are sick at the Airport.
Q What are steroids?
A Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs
Q What happens to your body after you age?
A When you get old, so do your bowels, and you get
incontinental.
Q How do you delay milk turning sour?
A Keep it in the cow.
Q Name a major disease associated with cigarettes?
A Premature death.
Q Give the meaning of ’Caesarean section’?
A The Caesarean Section is a district of Rome.
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Veteran,, Vintage Classic
….. or Just an old Clunker
When the Second World War finished in 1945, the automobile provided a new sense
of freedom, with car designers giving us fresh rounded shapes to0 decorate our ehos
and parade a new image of ourselves
Music also changed from the Jitterbug to rock and roll, with greased back hair and
car radio ushering in the classic era of motoring.
Pre-war cars became became post-war hot rods and the obsession for the motor car
accelerated with new baby boomers, who became Mr Toad wind in the willows.
Car chase movies Bullitt, The Italian Job, James Bond 007, American Graffiti and
Thelma and Louise enhanced the romance of the car. Television shows the caliber
of Route 66, The Saint and Dukes of Hazzard set the scene for new trends, with the
centerpiece being the automobile.

The eighties heralded the restoring and owning of a veteran, vintage or classic automobile as a sound investment, which, by the turn of the century, was climbing into
valuable asset.
Classic car collectors justified their obsession with rthe automo9bile by their wanting to re-live a wasted youth or finding and restoring their dad’s car the first learnt
to drive. Another variation was buying back and restoring the cdar in the back seat
of which they first experienced the facts of life!

Old vintage and classic cars are not pretentious: a gleaming restored Triumph Herald will turn heads where a new Ferrari won’t even raise an eyebrow.
With the looming inevitability of electric cars, the fascination for the motor car as
we know it today will no doubt eventually be vcrushe4d, buried and dissolved into
humorous folklore, be it veteran, vintage, classic or just an old clunker!
Angus MacKenzie, international editor for ‘Motor Trend’ in Los Angeles, captures
the spirit of classic motoring with this line “Old cars are fun to drive as long as you
have nowhere to go and all day to get there.”
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Forthcoming Events
Club Run on Sunday 27th February From the Red Lion PH on the
A6 at High Lane 11.15am for 11.15 start (Car Park entrance at the
end of Andrew Lane)

March
Wed 16th - Rocker Box Race Night with Ed Burke
April
Wed 20th - Talk from Ken Coxey on Model Engineering
Sun 24th - Drive-it-Day - A r un finishing at Dagfields
Crafts & Antique Centre, Nantwich.
May
Wed 18th - Presentation from Hearing Dogs for the deaf
June

Wed 15th - Noggin & Natter (Pre P&D Charity Run)
Sun 19th - Peaks & Dales Char ity Run.
July
Wed 20th - Club BBQ
Aug
Wed 17th - Noggin & Natter
The Treasure hunt will now take place in September.
Noggin & Natter.
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Committee Continued from back of front cover.
Associate members
- Company Auditor

David Rainsbury

Hall of Fame Award Recipients:2012 - Chris Parr
2014 - Bob Plant
2015 - Ray Etchells
2016 - Fred Dean
2020 - David Bowden

Vehicle Valuations for Insurance - Contact Mike Coffey - 01298 27424
mick.coffey1@talktalk.net

Club email address - hhcvc@yahoo.co.uk
Contributions for the Magazine in by 1st of the month please.
Please note that the opinions of the Editor and any Contributors are not necessarily
those of the Chairman or Directors of the Club.

Subscription Payments by Bank Transfer
National Westminster Bank
Account N° 40512746 Sort Code 01-05-51
Or contact Graham/Jean Knowles 0161 439 2106
Cheques should be made payable to
H&H CVC Ltd.

©H & H CVC Ltd 2021

Reg. Office - 2, Kings Drive, Marple, Stockport SK6 6NQ
Reg. N° 4999097

Advertising charges .
Commercial Full page - £60.00 for 12 months
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