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Upcoming Eventsé 

 

February 2024 

Final, Final Reminder ï If you have not 

yet paid your Ã20 subscription (for the 

whole of 2024) then this February maga-

zine will be your last. If you have paid 

up, a big thank you and we hope that you 

are looking forward to the March maga-

zine. 

 

Weds 21st February ï Club Night ï the 

Clubôs Annual General Meeting (a com-

plimentary buffet is to be offered to at-

tendees). 

 

March 2024 

Weds 20th March ï Club Night ï Annual 

óRocker Box Racingô Event. 

 

Sunday 24th March ï Annual Spring 

Run. Route to be set by Andy Robinson. 

Details to follow. 

 

April 2024 

Sunday 7th April ï The 2nd Online Austin 

Seven Clubôs Pre-War Car Show. To be 

held, for pre-war cars only, at Hammer-

wich Cricket Club, midway between 

Lichfield and Burntwood, Staffordshire. 

In aid of Lions Charity. 

 

Wednesday 17th April ï Club Night. 

 

Saturday/Sunday 20th & 21st ï Sandbach 

Transport Festival. 

 

Sunday 21st April ï National Drive It Day 

ï The Federation of British Historic Ve-

hicle Clubsô designated day to dust off 

your pride and joy, give it a polish and to 

drive it down the road(s). Run route and 

venue(s) TBC. 

 

May 2024 

Saturday/Sunday 11th & 12th May ï Glos-

sop Rotary Club Classic Car & Vehicle 

Show. Organized by High Peak Classic 

Car Group at Lymefield Garden Centre, 

Broadbottom, SK14 6AG. In aid of Wil-

low Wood Hospice & Rotary Foundation. 

 

Wednesday 15th May ï Club Night. 

 

Wednesday 22nd May ï 1st Evening Run 

of the year. Details to follow. 

 

Spring Bank Holiday Weekend 24th to 

27th May ï The Austin A30/A35 Ownerôs 

Club International Rally. To be held at 

Chesterfield Panthers RUFC, 2012 Dun-

ster Road, Chesterfield, S41 9BF. 

 

Spring Bank Holiday Weekend 25th to 

27th May ï Smallwood Vintage Rally. 

 

Spring Bank Holiday Weekend 26th to 

27th May ï Capesthorne Hall Classic Car 

& Motorcycle Show. 

 

June 2024 

Saturday/Sunday 1st & 2nd June ï Classic 

& Performance Car Show. To be held at 

Tatton Park, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 

6SG. 

 

Saturday 1st June ï ñClassics at the Col-

legeò. To be held at Ellesmere College, 

Shropshire. Tickets Ã20 per car from 1st 

February 2024. To book search 

ñEventbrite classics at the college 2024ò. 

 

Sunday 16th June ï Peaks & Dales Annu-

al Charity Run. The start will be from 

Marple Memorial Park (Scout Hut) and 

the run will have a route of circa 65-

70miles in length. The destination, book-

ings and further details about this event 

will follow. 

 

Wednesday 19th June ï Club Night. 

 

 

 



 

п 

July 2024 

Saturday/Sunday 6th & 7th July ï Stars & 

Stripes American Vehicle Show. To be 

held at Tatton Park, Knutsford, Cheshire 

WA16 6SG. 

 

Wednesday 17th July ï Club Night. An-

nual Club BBQ & Impromptu Car Show. 

 

Wednesday 24nd July ï 2nd Evening Run 

of the year. Details to follow. 

 

August 2024 

Wednesday 21st August ï Club Night. 

 

Wednesday 28th August ï Final Evening 

Run of the year. Details to follow. 

September 2024 

Sunday 1st September ï Annual Club 

Show ï Brookside Garden Centre ï 

Open to H&HCVC members and non-

members. 

 

Wednesday 18th September ï Club Night. 

 

October 2024 

Wednesday 16th October ï Club Night. 

 

November 2024 

Wednesday 20th November ï Club Night. 

 

December 2024 

No Planned Activities At This Time. 

This Monthôs Front Cover é 

éshows Joe and Jane Martinôs 1958 

Austin A35 being flagged away at the 

start of the 2023 Peaks & Dales Run. The 

car is known and referred to as óEllieô. 

This is a carry forward from when the car 

was purchased, in 2015, from the previ-

ous owner in North Wales ï his grand-

daughter's name being Ellie. It had a 

bare metal respray during 2021 and new 

carpets and a new roof-lining were sub-

sequently supplied by Peter Norbury (the 

Austin A30/A35 guru). Joe reports that 

the little Austin gets lots of admiring 

looks, both on the road and at shows, 

and it was also used as Joe and Janeôs 

wedding car when they got married in 

May 2023 (see accompanying photo).    
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Keith Yates  

 

One way or another, during the last few 

weeks, Iôve had some interesting con-

versations with various members of our 

club. The thing that Iôve found pleasing 

is that we appear to have lots of enthu-

siasm and ideas with the best interests 

of the Club and its future at heart. This 

is something that can be tapped into 

and build upon during 2024. I would, at 

this point, also like to emphasize that 

you donôt have to be a member of the 

Committee (a lot of members just donôt 

have the time or desire to be) to discuss 

and/or pass on your ideas, feedback, 

knowledge or offers of assistance. As an 

example, if you would like to set a route 

for one of our runs then please make 

yourself known.   The 2024 club 

membership cards can be collected 

from Jane Harrop at the AGM on 

Wednesday 21st February. If you would 

prefer a digital membership card this 

year then that is an option that is on 

offer. Please contact Jane at 

hhcvc1991@gmail.com and she will be 

happy to email one to you. Please, if you 

havenôt yet paid your 2024 (Ã20) sub-

scription then it needs to be paid before 

or on the night of the AGM. It would be 

preferred if subscriptions could be paid 

by BACS but Graham Knowles will be 

there, on the night, to receive any cash 

or cheques. It is often said that ñitôs a 

small worldò. Iôve recently been in-

volved in a couple of instances where 

that saying could be applied but where 

it is perhaps more accurate to say that 

some, seemingly, random ideas and 

subjects, after being written about in 

these pages, have seen this magazine 

become a conduit for connections sub-

sequently and consequentially made. So 

what am I on about now I hear you 

muttering? Well, you may recall, if 

youôve been paying attention, my pieces 

about Phil Loganôs ñHarlequinò Ford 

Mustang Mach 1 in the May (376), Au-

gust (379) and October (381) 2023 edi-

tions. In the latter magazine I reported 

that a connection had been made be-

tween Phil, a gentleman and motoring 

journalist named Michael E Ware and 

the prestigious magazine Classic & 

Sports Car. It now gives me great pleas-

ure to report that the connection was a 

really good one and that the Mustangôs 

story has been written up (by Michael) 

and published in the February 2024 

(page 26) edition of Classic & Sports 

Car. Another connection thatôs been 

brought to my attention is not really 

one thatôs been made but, rather, one 

thatôs been fondly remembered. The 

piece about Jack Frenchôs Austin 7 Spe-

cial ñSimplicityò,in last monthôs (384) 

magazine, was read by member David 

Swann. David has a long-standing and 

interesting connection with ñSimplicityò 

and heôs written about it in ñLetter To 

The Editorò elsewhere in this edition.      

 I was having a chat with Richard 

Whitehurst recently (he of the superbly 

presented Honda Prelude Coupe). He 

was telling me that heôs a big fan of the 

magazine and that heôd particularly 

enjoyed the pieces about specific cars 

(as a Honda man, the Honda S2000 & 

S800 were mentioned) and also the 

pieces written by Thomas Wardle (the 

Minis on the Monte was considered a 

cracker!). So and as a fan, I thought it 

would be a good thing to (a) mention 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDITOR BY THE 1ST OF THE MONTH 

EDITORIAL 
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Richard and to say hello ï hello Rich-

ard! - and (b) to let him know that 

Thomas has been at it again. This time 

itôs the exciting story of one of Stirling 

Mossôs most famous Formula 1 wins, 

the 1961 Monaco Grand Prix. This was 

the third of Mossôs three Monaco wins, 

a man at the top of his game, a master 

of his art and this during what was quite 

possibly the golden age of Formula 1.

 Now then, I was considering 

owning up to another editorial cock-up 

but Iôve decided that I really donôt need 

to; it was just a test to see who and how 

many would tell me about my 

ñdeliberateò mistake in the January 

magazine ï honest governor. The more 

eagle eyed and attentive amongst you 

may well have noticed that I listed Na-

tional Drive It Day 2024 as being run 

on Sunday 28th April. Yes and of 

course, this was the deliberate mistake 

to keep you all on your toes. In fact, 

National Drive It Day will be run the 

week before on Sunday 21st April 2024. 

First prize, a Mars bar, will be going to 

Peter Walvin as he was the first to send 

me a ñI think youôll find é..ò type email 

to tell me that the date was incorrect. 

Well done Peter.  

 I had wanted to relay a caution-

ary tale about ñmodernò cars, their bat-

teries and the life span of the latter but 

space in this monthôs magazine is tight. 

This will now appear in next monthôs 

edition.   

Finally, I think thatôs enough from me 

for another month. As ever, David and I 

both hope that you enjoy this February 

edition ï itôs now another month closer 

to us all, fingers crossed, being able to 

enjoy some trouble free óclassicô motor-

ing. 
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And so ladies and gentlemen and all 

other readers of our magazine, this is 

my last chat before retiring as Chair-

man. I would like to thank the many of 

you for your support over the 17 years 

that I have held this position, especially 

Mike Coffey and Chris Parr and to all 

committee members, including John 

Walker. I have no doubt that I will con-

tribute with other articles in the future 

and will send my ramblings to our Edi-

tor. On the matter of my retirement, I 

will continue to get the trophies for var-

ious events, prompted by the organiser, 

and will also carry on, with help, with 

the BBQ event. At one time I thought 

that the future of our Club was in jeop-

ardy but thanks to Jane Harrop, who 

has taken on the role of Secretary, Peter 

Norbury, as assistant Chairman, and 

Keith Yates as Chairman, long may our 

club continue. 

 In respect of the future, we need 

some younger blood, with newer vehi-

cles, to join us and in that respect, if you 

decide to part with your classic, please 

make sure you pass on details of our 

Club to the new owner. In respect of 

newer vehicles, we need to encourage 

younger folk with more modern vehi-

cles, like Mark One Escorts etc, to join 

our throng. Alas, the younger folk, with 

ñtoday'sò older vehicles, do not general-

ly have the interest in the type of vehi-

cles of our youth. I recall at one time, 

several years ago, I arranged a Saturday 

meet for younger members which fell 

like a lead balloon. The TR club, to 

which I belong, has a ñYouth Groupò 

which appears to work well but they do 

have the advantage of younger cars in 

their fold. 

 On the matter of road tax; in 

days of old one used to have a circular 

sticker in the corner of your wind-

screen. This told the driver the date 

upon which to renew the RFL and how 

much you had paid in the previous year 

or taxation period. Those days have 

long gone and now, in theory, you get a 

notice through the post which tells you 

how much you will need to pay for the 

forthcoming year ï that is of course if 

your vehicle is less than 40 years of age. 

Once again and in the words of our edi-

tor, the motorist continues to be clob-

bered and to pay for the ever increasing 

burden of lower tax rates for electric 

and other vehicles. I will not go into 

that now. I read somewhere that the 

road tax charges, for our everyday pet-

rol and diesel vehicles, are about to in-

crease yet again ï but by how much? I 

tried to find out what the increase is 

likely to be but without success I hasten 

to add. So, I await the brown envelope 

dropping through my door. The only 

thing good about that is that it includes 

CHAIRMANõS  

CHAT 

HALL OF FAME AWARD 

RECIPIENTS 

2012 - Chris Parr 
2014 - Bob Plant 
2015 - Ray Etchells 
2016 - Fred Dean 
2020 - David Bowden 
2022 - Jane Harrop 
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a number to use to SORN or re-tax your 

vehicle which seems to work well. 

 The AGM is nearly with us 

which, as I have mentioned previously, 

will include some changes to the Com-

mittee but without the usual hot-pot 

supper. The previous suppliers of the 

supper have retired now. As I under-

stand it, a buffet of sandwiches, savoury 

nibbles, fruit and cakes will be orga-

nized for the event. Judith, wife of the 

new Chairman, successfully tried some 

of these out during the January social 

evening. Incidentally, my Chairmanôs 

Quiz was won by the Limestone Cow-

boys team of Mike Coffey. However, 

they very generously gave their prizes to 

the second-place team. If I am asked to 

do the quiz again, I must not include so 

many vehicle questions but, as someone 

in the past once said to me, ówe are a car 

clubô. 

 When I was a lad in the 1950s 

and knee high to a grass hopper, not 

that I am much taller now, we used to 

drive at night on vehicle side lights only. 

Of course, the traffic moved much more 

slowly then and perhaps the road light-

ing was better with trees and bushes 

trimmed better than they are now. 

Headlights were only used when it was 

very dark and one needed to see more 

clearly. At the present time, with traffic 

moving much quicker, the use of head-

lights has become much more widely 

used. I remember at one time, Ford 

introduced a ódim dipô system wherein 

one could use car headlights on a dip 

system but this did not last very long. 

My sister- in- law, Margaret, has started 

a petition trying to reduce and indeed 

stop the current trend of vehicles hav-

ing extremely bright headlights, sup-

posedly on dip beam. She would like as 

many people to sign the petition as pos-

sible. Please visit the site: - 

https://petiton.parliament.uk/

sponsors/139794361/verify?

token=Fx2uEp5sZeKMBSfXtrin 

All you need to do is to click on this link 

and sign the petition. 

 Our 2023 Peaks & Dales Run 

charity was the Hearing Dogs for Deaf 

People organisation. After an excellent 

presentation by their local representa-

tive, Christine Wright, it was decided to 

adopt them as our 2023 charity and we 

raised over Ã1200 for them. Our 2024 

charity donation will be going to a local 

hospice and details of this will follow 

once confirmed . 

 

And so, as far as Chairmanôs Chat is 

concerned, itôs goodbye from me ï 

goodbye. 
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Hi Gang. 

Well, one month of 2024 down and 

therefore one month nearer to Spring 

and the revival of rediscovering the al-

lure of classic motoring. 

Hopefully, the Chairmanôs Quiz was a 

success and he was a little kinder with 

the questions. Unfortunately, Chris and I 

were unable to attend as, whilst collect-

ing our grandson from school, to help 

out our daughter, Chris managed to trip 

and fall heavily into a metal bench seat. 

She sustained a fractured arm, adjacent 

to the socket at the top of the humerus, 

and a lump the size of an egg just above 

her eye. That has now gone down but it 

has left her with a black eye, temple and 

forehead! Having had a follow up at the 

fracture clinic, she is confined to the col-

lar and cuff arrangement and very light 

and spasmodic movements of her arm 

for the next few weeks. A period of some 

twelve weeks is the average healing time 

for this type of injury, followed up with 

more progressive physiotherapy. HAPPY 

DAYS!!!  

 On the MG car front, I have been 

following the progress and eventual 

launch date of the Cyberster sports car in 

the U.K. This has been shunted back 

from April 2024 to August/September 

2024 and with deliveries by the end of 

the year. It looks like we will be getting 

both versions, namely the single and 

dual motor editions, though in a U.K. 

format with regards the standard equip-

ment and extras that will be available to 

us. The proposed price here is in the 

Ã50,000 bracket but a lot can change on 

that score by the time it is eventually 

launched. As usual, we will probably be 

expected to stump up an extortionate 

amount to purchase one, as is normally 

the case in the U.K. Given that they are 

selling in China for the equivalent of 

approx. Ã30,000 then almost double 

that sounds about right for here. I won-

der how much a container would cost? 

Mind you, our ever loving HMRC would 

more than likely slap a whopping great 

import duty on it. It does look a lovely 

thing in my eyes though; NOT that I 

would be buying one, especially as elec-

tric only. I will maintain a close watch on 

developments so as to hopefully arrange 

a visit to the dealers when they have one 

to see in the metal, so to speak, for any-

one interested in going along too. 

 As usual, if anyone has anything 

MG related that they would like to share 

or would like to see happening this year 

then let me know by email at 

scatt911@outlook.com or telephone 0161 

494 9084 or see me at any of the club 

nights. 

This month is the AGM so, hopefully, I 

will see you all there. 

Toodle Pip for now. 

MG  

CATCH UP 
Graham Scattergood 

From MGs in the Park 2022, Dep. Ed.  
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